
HB 257 -- SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION ACT

SPONSOR: Dugger

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass" by the Standing Committee on
Workforce Standards and Development by a vote of 8 to 3. Voted "Do
Pass" by the Select Committee on Labor and Industrial Relations by
a vote of 6 to 1.

This bill establishes the School Construction Act which exempts
construction and maintenance work done for certain school districts
from the prevailing wage requirement upon majority vote of the
district's school board. The school district must notify the
Division of Labor Standards within the Department of Labor and
Industrial Relations of the exemption. This provision does not
apply to school districts in Jackson, St. Charles, St. Louis, or
Jefferson counties.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill will save school
districts a lot of money and will allow the decision to be made at
the local level.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Dugger; Missouri
Chamber of Commerce and Industry; Missouri School Boards
Association; and Missouri Association of Rural Education.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that it allows school
districts to opt out but it does not have an opt-back provision;
therefore, it would effectively end prevailing wage in that school
district.

Testifying against the bill were Missouri AFL-CIO; Associated
General Contractors of Missouri; IBEW1/St. Louis NECA; Missouri
Laborers` Legislative Committee; Construction Employers Coalition;
Carpenters' District Council of Greater St. Louis and Vicinity;
Missouri State Labor Council, AFL-CIO; St. Louis Building and
Construction Trades Council; International Union of Painters and
Allied Trades District Council#58; International Union of Painters
and Allied Trades District Council# 3; Plumbers & Pipefitters Local
#562; Mechanical Contractors Association of Kansas City; Mechanical
Contractors Association-Eastern Missouri; Missouri National
Education Association; Kenneth R. Menges, United Transportation
Union; Plumbing Industry Council; Smacna St. Louis; Missouri
Association of Plumbing, Heating, and Cooling Contractors; United
Steelworkers District 11; Site Improvement Association; and
Missouri National Education Association.


